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WALDO ELIAS BOARDMAN
By HARVEY J. BURKHART, D.D.S., LL.D., F.A.C.D., Rochester, New York
Dr. Waldo Elias Boardman, who died at the Nebraska Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha, Nebraska, August 14, 1922, when returning from the meeting of the Amer­
ican Dental Association, held at Los Angeles, California, was bom in Saco, Maine, 
September 1, 1851. He descended originally from the Boardman family of Cam­
bridge, England, who settled in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1600. On his mother's 
side, Dr. Boardman descended from Captain Jonathan Poole, a noted Indian fighter.
Dr. Boardman received his early education in the public schools of his native 
city and in the Bryant and Stratton Business College at Portland, Maine. He first 
engaged in the boot and shoe business with his father in Saco, in 1869. In 1871 
he came to Boston and was a patent solicitor in connection with patent cases for 
nearly seven years, when his health failed owing to overwork. After some years’ 
rest, he engaged in the newspaper business in New York City and the publication 
of a weekly trade journal devoted to the cotton belt. After a year’s experience in the 
newspaper business, he entered the dental department of H arvard University in 1883, 
and after completing a three-years’ course, was graduated from that institution 
June 29, 1886. He at once became an instructor in operative dentistry and filled 
that position for ten years. He also became a member of the administrative board 
of the dental college in 1889.
Dr. Boardman’s practice was confined to Boston, except for a time in Bristol, 
England, in 1899. He was curator of the dental museum of Harvard University 
from 1899 until the time of his death, and from a small nucleus built up a 
library of over three thousand volumes.
Dr. Boardman held practically every office in the gift of the members of the 
various dental organizations in Boston and Massachusetts. No man in the history 
of dentistry in Massachusetts has been as active as was Dr. Boardman, or has carried 
the burden of the executive business of the various societies so many years, or filled 
the positions as acceptably as did he. He was a member of the organizing committee 
of the Fourth International Dental Congress held in St. Louis in 1904; president 
of the National Dental Association in 1904-5; a member of the International Dental 
Federation, and various other dental organizations. He was a member of the 
Boston Art Club, the City Club of Boston, and a life member of the Massachusetts 
Sons of the American Revolution. He was a member of the beard of managers of 
the last named organization for some years, and a delegate at national meetings 
of these organizations.
Dr. Boardman was a frequent contributor to dental periodicals and read many 
papers before dental societies. There is probably no member of the profession, in 
recent years, who has devoted so much of his time to the management of dental 
society affairs as did he. For over twenty years he was a member of the executive 
council and a trustee of the National Dental Association, and at the recent Los 
Angeles meeting he was elected a trustee of the American Dental Association for three 
years.
No man could have been more faithful and loyal to the interests of his profession 
than was Dr. Boardman. He ranked high as a business man and had executive 
ability of a very high order, which was freely given for the benefit of the organ-
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izations with which he was connected. He was a man of high-toned and splendid 
ideals and was always ready to do his utmost for the uplifting and advancement 
of his profession. He was true, honest, loyal and conscientious, and his word was as 
good as any man’s bond. He was always frank and open in the consideration and 
discussion of any question and endeavored to work for the best interests of his pro­
fession. He was many times plain spoken and direct in his conversation, but always 
tried to put aside personal consideration in the discussion of the various questions 
that came up for decision. He was of a most kindly and generous nature and a 
fine companionable fellow.
There are few men in the profession who enjoyed as wide an acquaintance as did 
Dr. Boardman, or who had so many loyal and devoted friends. He will be greatly 
missed by the members of the various organizations to which he belonged, and 
nowhere more than in the dental societies in his own state where he gave so much 
of his time and his substance. The dental profession everywhere is indebted to him 
and his passing away will bring regret and sorrow to his friends throughout the 
world.
ANNUAL INDEX OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 1921
381 Linwood Ave., Buffalo, N. Y.
September 7, 1922.
Dr. Otto U. King, Editor,
Journal of the American Dental Association,
S N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, 111.
Dear Doctor King:
Under another cover I  am sending a copy of the 1921 Annual Index of Peri­
odical Dental Literature which I trust will reach you safely and in time so that you 
may make a review announcement of its appearance, etc., etc., in the next issue of 
the Journal.
The price of the Annual Index delivered to points within the United States and 
Canada is $2.00 postpaid and to all foreign points $2.50 postpaid.
Your attention is called particularly to the statements on pages V and VI as to 
the mode of publishing these books for the next four years.
Please accept our thanks for the favorable mention you have given our efforts 
in the past and now thanking you in anticipation, I  beg to remain,
Yours very truly,
(Signed) A. H o f f m a n , Secretary-Treasurer.
